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PERSONAL INFORMATION ANTONIO GIOACCHINO SPAGNOLO 

 

55, Via Francesco Bonfiglio, 00168 Rome (Italy) 

+390630156007    +390623310717    +393209439616    

antoniogioacchino.spagnolo@unicatt.it 

http://docenti.unicatt.it/eng/antonio_gioacchino_spagnolo/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/agspagnolo/ 

Skype antoniog.spagnolo  

Sex Male | Date of birth 12 Apr 1956 | Nationality Italian 

WORK EXPERIENCE

1 Nov 2019–Present Coordinator Section of Bioethics and Medical Humanities, Dpt. of Healthcare 
surveillance and Bioethics
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
Largo Francesco Vito, 1, 00168 Rome (Italy) 
https://roma.unicatt.it/ 

Coordination of research in the field of bioethics and medical humanities, teaching to undergraduated
and graduate student, service to research ethics committee, coordination of clinical ethics consultation

Business or sector Academic and Healthcare 

1 Nov 2009–31 Oct 2019 Director, Institute for Bioethics
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
1, largo Francesco Vito, 00168 Rome (Italy) 
https://docenti.unicatt.it/ppd2/en/#/en/docenti/20533/antonio-gioacchino-spagnolo/profilo 

Coordination of research in the field of bioethics and medical humanities, teaching to undergraduated 
and graduate student, service to research ethics committee, coordination of clinical ethics consultation

Business or sector Academic and Healthcare 

1 Oct 2006–31 Oct 2009 Professor of Bioethics
University of Macerata
1, Piazzale Bertelli, 62100 Macerata (Italy) 

Teaching and research

Business or sector Education 

1 Nov 2000–30 Sep 2006 Associate professor of Bioethics
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
1, largo Francesco Vito, 00168 Rome (Italy) 
www.unicatt.it 

Teaching, research and clinical ethics consultation.

Business or sector Academic and Healthcare 

1 Jan 1994–31 Oct 2000 University Researcher
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
1, largo Francesco Vito, 00168 Rome (Italy) 

research in the field of bioethics, philosophy of medicine, history of medicine

Business or sector Academic and Healtcare 
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 Curriculum vitae  ANTONIO GIOACCHINO SPAGNOLO

1996–Present Consultant
Rome (Vatican city) 

▪ Corresponding member of the Pontifical Academy for Life (Holy See)

2010–Dec 2016 Consultant
Rome (Vatican city) 

▪ Consultant of the Pontifical Council for Health Care Workers (Holy See)

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

1 Nov 1986–31 Jul 1989 Specialization in forensic medicine ISCED 6

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
1, largo Francesco Vito, 00168 Rome (Italy) 

legal aspects of clinical ethics consultation

1 Nov 1982–31 Jul 1985 Specialization in Cardiology ISCED 6

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
1, largo Francesco Vito, 00168 Rome (Italy) 

clinical ethics consultation

1 Oct 1985–31 Oct 1986 Bachelor of Art (Philosophy) ISCED 5

Gregoriana Pontifical University
4, Piazza della Pilotta, 00100 Rome (Italy) 

Foundation of ethics, philosophical analysis

1 Nov 1975–3 Nov 1981 Medicine Doctor ISCED 5

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
1, largo Francesco Vito, 00168 Rome (Italy) 

General practictioner

PERSONAL SKILLS

Mother tongue(s) Italian

Foreign language(s) UNDERSTANDING SPEAKING WRITING

Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production

English B2 C1 B2 B2 C1

French A2 B1 B1 B1 A2

Levels: A1 and A2: Basic user - B1 and B2: Independent user - C1 and C2: Proficient user
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 

Organisational / managerial skills Leadership (I'm currently responsible for a team of about 20 people);

Sense of organisation (experience in Direction of a University research Institute);

Chairmanship of Research Ethics Committees:

1) Chairman of the Ethics Committee established at the Hospital "Papa Giovanni XXIII" in Bergamo 
(North of Italy);

2) Chairman of the Ethics Committee established at the Istituto Dermopatico dell'Immacolata in Rome;
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3) Vice President of the Ethics Committee at the University Hospital "Fondazione Policlinico Gemelli" 
in Rome.

In the past chaired the Ethics Committee established at the General Direction for Military Health of the 
Italian Ministry of Defence.

Good experience in research project coordination.

Member of the Board of Directors of the University Centre for Bioethics and Life Sciences at Catholic 
University of the “Sacro Cuore" , Milan.

Editor in Chief of "Medicina e Morale" a peer reviewed International Journal of Bioethics 

Job-related skills Analysis of research protocols from an ethical point of view inside the Ethics Research Committees

Digital skills Good command of Microsoft Office™ tools (Word™, Excel™ and PowerPoint™); acquaintance with 
Internet

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Publications on International
Journal (update to February 2020)

1) Laurenti P, De Meo C, Sacchini D, Spagnolo AG, Moro D, Varacca A, Landi F, Manes-Gravina E, 
Sgadari A, Bernabei R, Barbara A, Ricciardi W, de Waure C. Factors affecting safe and healthy diet in 
older adults in Italy: results of a preliminary study performed in a community-dwelling sample. 
(2019) Public Health Nutr. 23: pp.1-7 [Epub ahead of print]

2) Spagnolo AG, Midolo E. The Territorial Ethics Committee after approval of Italian Law No. 
220/2017 (2018) Eur Rev Med Pharmacol Sci. 22(17), pp. 5413-5415. 

3) Grassi, S., Mandarelli, G., Polacco, M., Vetrugno, G., Spagnolo, A.G., de-Giorgio, F. Suicide of 
isolated inmates suffering from psychiatric disorders: when a preventive measure becomes punitive 
(2018) International Journal of Legal Medicine, 132(4), pp. 1225-1230.

4) Cicchetti A, Coretti S, Sacco F, Rebulla P, Fiore A, Rumi F, Di Bidino R, Urbina LI, Refolo P, 
Sacchini D, Spagnolo AG, Midolo E, Marano G, Farina B, Pati I, Veropalumbo E, Pupella S, 
Liumbruno GM. Budget impact of implementing platelet pathogen reduction into the Italian blood 
transfusion system. (2018) Blood Transfus. 16 (6), pp. 483-489.

5) Selvaggi G, Spagnolo AG, Elander A. A review of illicit psychoactive drug use in elective surgery 
patients: Detection, effects, and policy (2017) Int J Surg. 48, pp. 160-165.

6) Ronconi G, Spagnolo AG, Ferriero G, Giovannini S, Amabile E, Maccauro G, Ferrara PE. [Case 
report: Iatrogenic shoulder pain syndrome following spinal accessory nerve injury during lateral 
cervical neck dissection for tongue cancer: the role of rehabilitation and ethical-deontological issues] 
(2017) Ig Sanita Pubbl. 73(3), pp. 267-274. Italian.

7) Panocchia N, Tonnara G, Minacori R, Sacchini D, Bossola M, Tazza L, Gambaro G, Spagnolo 
AG. Survey on advance care planning of Italian outpatients on chronic haemodialysis (2017) BMJ 
Support Palliat Care. 7(4), pp. 419-422. 

 

8) Tambone, V., Sacchini, D., Spagnolo, A.G., Menga, R., Ricci, G., Valenti, R., Vitali, M.A., Ciccozzi, 
M. A proposed road map for the ethical evaluation of sham (placebo) surgery (2017) Annals of 
Surgery, 265 (4), pp. 658-661. 

9) Voultsos, P., Casini, M., Ricci, G., Tambone, V., Midolo, E., Spagnolo, A.G. A proposal for limited 
criminal liability in high-accuracy endoscopic sinus surgery [Una proposta di ridotta responsabilità 
penale nella chirurgia endoscopica sinusale] (2017) Acta Otorhinolaryngologica Italica, 37 (1), pp. 65-
71.

10) Craxì, L., Giardina, S., Spagnolo, A.G. A return to humane medicine: Osler's legacy (2017) 
Infezioni in Medicina, 25 (3), pp. 292-297.

11) Ronconi G, De Giorgio F, Ricci E, Maggi L, Spagnolo AG, Ferrara PE.[Pneumothorax following 
dry needling treatment: legal and ethical aspects] (2016) Ig Sanita Pubbl. 72(5), pp. 505-512. Italian.

12) Refolo, P., Sacchini, D., Brereton, L., Gerhardus, A., Hofmann, B., Lysdahl, K.B., Mozygemba, K., 
Oortwijn, W., Tummers, M., van der Wilt, G.J., Wahlster, P., Spagnolo, A.G. Why is it so difficult to 
integrate ethics in Health Technology Assessment (HTA)? The epistemological viewpoint (2016) 
European review for medical and pharmacological sciences, 20 (20), pp. 4202-4208.

13) Cicchetti, A., Berrino, A., Casini, M., Codella, P., Facco, G., Fiore, A., Marano, G., Marchetti, M., 
Midolo, E., Minacori, R., Refolo, P., Romano, F., Ruggeri, M., Sacchini, D., Spagnolo, A.G., Urbina, I.,
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Vaglio, S., Grazzini, G., Liumbruno, G.M. Health technology assessment of pathogen reduction 
technologies applied to plasma for clinical use (2016) Blood Transfusion, 14 (4), pp. 287-386. Cited 2 
times.

14) Sacchini, D., Refolo, P., Minacori, R., Spagnolo, A.G. The ethical domain in health technology 
assessment (HTA): Basics, approaches and issues (2016) Rivista Internazionale di Scienze Sociali, 
(3-4), pp. 385-396.

15) Craxì, L., Sacchini, D., Refolo, P., Minacori, R., Daloiso, V., Ricci, G., Bruno, R., Cammà, C., 
Cicchetti, A., Gasbarrini, A., Spagnolo, A.G. Prioritization of high-cost new drugs for HCV: Making 
sustainability ethical (2016) European Review for Medical and Pharmacological Sciences, 20 (6), pp. 
1044-1051. Cited 3 times.

16) Sacchini, D., Craxì, L., Refolo, P., Minacori, R., Cicchetti, A., Gasbarrini, A., Cammà, C., 
Spagnolo, A.G. Ethical assessment of hepatitis C virus treatment: The lesson from first generation 
protease inhibitors (2015) Digestive and Liver Disease, 47 (5), pp. 351-355. Cited 5 times.

17) De-Giorgio, F., Peschillo, S., Vetrugno, G., d'Aloja, E., Spagnolo, A.G., Miscusi, M. Cerebral 
venous sinus thrombosis due to spontaneous, progressive, and retrograde jugular vein thrombosis 
causing sudden death in a young woman (2015) Forensic Science, Medicine, and Pathology, 11 (1), 
pp. 88-91.

18) Spagnolo, A.G., Refolo, P. Research evaluation: the case of Italian academic bioethics (2015) 
Cuadernos de bioetica : revista oficial de la Asociacion Espanola de Bioetica y Etica Medica, 26 (86), 
pp. 117-120.

19) Marchetti, D., Spagnolo, A.G. Medicolegal issues in labor analgesia (2015) Epidural Labor 
Analgesia: Childbirth Without Pain, pp. 325-332.

20) Čartolovni, A., Spagnolo, A.G. Ethical considerations regarding head transplantation (2015) 
Surgical Neurology International, 6 (1), art. no. 103, . Cited 2 times.

21) Minacori, R., Refolo, P., Sacchini, D., Spagnolo, A.G. Research Ethics Committees and clinical 
research in Italy: Where are we going? (2015) European Review for Medical and Pharmacological 
Sciences, 19 (3), pp. 481-485. Cited 4 times.

22) Refolo, P., Sacchini, D., Minacori, R., Daloiso, V., Spagnolo, A.G. E-recruitment based clinical 
research: Notes for Research Ethics Committees/Institutional Review Boards (2015) European 
Review for Medical and Pharmacological Sciences, 19 (5), pp. 800-804. Cited 1 time.

23) De-Giorgio, F., Panarella, L., Miscusi, M., d'Aloja, E., Spagnolo, A.G., Pascali, V.L., Vetrugno, G. 
Look but … please don't touch! (2015) Medicine, Science and the Law, 55 (4), pp. 315-317.

24) Daloiso, V., Minacori, R., Refolo, P., Sacchini, D., Craxì, L., Gasbarrini, A., Spagnolo, A.G. Ethical 
aspects of fecal microbiota transplantation (fmt) (2015) European Review for Medical and 
Pharmacological Sciences, 19 (17), pp. 3173-3180. Cited 3 times.

25) De-Giorgio, F., Lodise, M., Pascali, V.L., Spagnolo, A.G., d'Aloja, E., Arena, V. An unusual case 
showing fatal rupture of a gastric ulcer or gastromalacia? The importance/role of histology for 
differential diagnosis (2015) Journal of Forensic Sciences, 60 (1), pp. 240-242.

26) De-Giorgio, F., Lodise, M., Quaranta, G., Spagnolo, A.G., d'Aloja, E., Pascali, V.L., Grassi, V.M. 
Suicidal or homicidal sharp force injuries? A review and critical analysis of the heterogeneity in the 
forensic literature (2015) Journal of Forensic Sciences, 60 (s1), pp. S97-S107. Cited 6 times.

27) Setacci, C., Sirignano, A., Ricci, G., Spagnolo, A.G., Pugliese, F., Speziale, F. A new ethical and 
medico-legal issue: Vascular surgery and the postoperative cognitive dysfunction (2015) Journal of 
Cardiovascular Surgery, 56 (4), pp. 607-615. Cited 2 times.

28) Refolo, P., Sacchini, D., Minacori, R., Spagnolo, A.G. L'uso di Internet nei trial clinici (2014) 
Clinica Terapeutica, 165 (1 SUPPL), pp. e79-e85. Cited 4 times.

29) Daloiso, V., Ricci, G., Minacori, R., Sacchini, D., Spagnolo, A.G. The ethical and legal 
implications of nanotechnologies: A preliminary survey to picture the perceptions of law students and 
medical students (2014) Clinica Terapeutica, 165 (2), pp. e109-e114.

30) Magnavita, N., De Lorenzo, G., Gallo, M., Garbarino, S., Goggiamani, A., Janiri, L., Messineo, A., 
Miggiano, G., Pichini, S., Porpora, A., Poscia, A., Sacco, A., Spagnolo, A.G., Vogel, L., Ciprani, F., 
Deidda, B., Fenudi, L., Magrini, A., Morini, L., Moscato, U., Proietti, A.R., Ranalletta, D., Santoro, P.E., 
Soave, P.M., Stanzani, C., Bottaro, L.C., Ricciardi, W. Alcohol and work. Consensus Document of the 
La.R.A. (Workers representing a risk for others) group [Alcol e Lavoro. Documento di consenso del 
gruppo La.R.A] (2014) La Medicina del lavoro, 105, pp. 3-68. Cited 4 times.

31) Spagnolo, A.G. Nursing profession and non-negotiable values [Professione infermieristica e 
valori non negoziabili] (2013) Salute e Societa, (3), pp. 192-195.

32) Marchetti, D., Spagnolo, A., Cicerone, M., Cascini, F., La Monaca, G., Spagnolo, A.G. Research 
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ethics committee auditing: The experience of a university hospital (2013) HEC Forum, 25 (3), pp. 257-
268. Cited 2 times.

33) Midolo, E., Minacori, R., Panocchia, N., Sacchini, D., Silvestri, P., Di Pietro, M.L., Spagnolo, A.G. 
The legislation on living organ donation in Western Europe: Legal and ethical analysis and impact on 
clinical practice (2013) Transplantation Proceedings, 45 (7), pp. 2576-2579. Cited 3 times.

34) Panocchia, N., Bossola, M., Silvestri, P., Midolo, E., Teleman, A.A., Tazza, L., Sacchini, D., 
Minacori, R., Di Pietro, M.L., Spagnolo, A.G. Ethical evaluation of risks related to living donor 
transplantation programs (2013) Transplantation Proceedings, 45 (7), pp. 2601-2603. Cited 4 times.

35) Sacchini, D., Liumbruno, G.M., Bruno, G., Liumbruno, C., Rafanelli, D., Minacori, R., Refolo, P., 
Spagnolo, A.G. Ethical and deontological issues in transfusion medicine (2013) Blood Transfusion, 
11 (1), pp. 14-23. Cited 5 times.

36) Refolo, P., Minacori, R., Mele, V., Sacchini, D., Spagnolo, A.G. Patient-reported outcomes 
(PROs): The significance of using humanistic measures in clinical trial and clinical practice (2012) 
European Review for Medical and Pharmacological Sciences, 16 (10), pp. 1319-1323. Cited 10 times.

37) Minacori, R., Sacchini, D., Cicerone, M., Spagnolo, A.G. Insurance and clinical trials (2012) 
Contemporary Clinical Trials, 33 (4), p. 573. Cited 6 times.

38) Refolo, P., Mele, V., Minacori, R., Spagnolo, A.G. Patient-reported outcomes (PRO): Historical 
profile, definitions, classifications and problems [Patient-reported outcomes (PRO): Profi lo storico, 
definizioni, classificazioni e criticità] (2012) Clinica Terapeutica, 163 (1), pp. 39-45. Cited 3 times.

39) Milardi, D., Grande, G., Sacchini, D., Astorri, A.L., Pompa, G., Giampietro, A., De Marinis, L., 
Pontecorvi, A., Spagnolo, A.G., Marana, R. Male fertility and reduction in semen parameters: A single
tertiary-care center experience (2012) International Journal of Endocrinology, 2012, art. no. 649149, . 
Cited 7 times.

40) Spagnolo, A.G., Daloiso, V., Parente, P. Biobanks: Ethical and legal aspects of the collection and 
storage of human biological material in Italy (2011) Human Tissue Research: A European Perspective 
on the Ethical and Legal Challenges,

41) Spagnolo, A.G. [Hemodialysis and the birth of bioethics committees]. [L'emodialisi e la nascita dei
comitati di bioetica.] (2010) Giornale italiano di nefrologia : organo ufficiale della Società italiana di 
nefrologia, 27 (6), pp. 559-560. Cited 2 times.

42) Costa, A.N., Simón i Castellvì, J.M., Spagnolo, A.G., Comoretto, N., Laffitte, J., Gäbel, H., 
Delmonico, F.L., Muehlbacher, F., Schaupp, W., Glazier, A.K., Garcia, V.D., Abbud-Filho, M., Medina-
Pestana, J.O., Grainer, M.G., Donadio, P.P., Guermani, A., Bosco, R., Giordano, F., Martinez Lopez de
Arroyabe, B., Brunetti, M., Manyalich, M., Páez, G., Valero, R., Matesanz, R., Coll, E., Dominguez-Gil, 
B., Mahillo, B., Escobar, E.M., Garrido, G., Cantarovich, F. A colloquium on the congress "A gift for life. 
Considerations on organ donation". (2009) Transplantation, 88 (7 Suppl), pp. S108-158. Cited 8 times.

43) Spagnolo, A.G., Daloiso, V. Outlining ethical issues in nanotechnologies (2009) Bioethics, 23 (7), 
pp. 394-402. Cited 23 times.

44) Murtagh, F.E.M., Spagnolo, A.G., Panocchia, N., Gambaro, G. Conservative (non dialytic) 
management of end-stage renal disease and withdrawal of dialysis (2009) Progress in Palliative Care,
17 (4), pp. 179-185. Cited 8 times.

45) Magnavita, N., Bergamaschi, A., Chiarotti, M., Colombi, A., Deidda, B., De Lorenzo, G., 
Goggiamani, A., Magnavita, G., Ricciardi, W., Sacco, A., Spagnolo, A.G., Bevilacqua, L., Brunati, 
M.M., Campanile, T., Cappai, M., Cicerone, M., Ciprani, F., Giannantonio, M.D.I., Martino, G.D.I., 
Fenudi, L., Garbarino, S., Lopez, A., Mammi, F., Orsini, D., Ranalletta, D., Simonazzi, S., Stanzani, C. 
Workers with alcohol and drug addiction problems consensus document of the study group on 
Hazardous workers [Lavoratori con problemi di alcol e dipendenze. Documento di consenso del 
gruppo La.R.A. (Lavoratori rischiosi per gli altri)] (2008) Medicina del Lavoro, 99 (SUPPL. 2), pp. 3-58. 
Cited 15 times.

46) Spagnolo, A.G. Deliberate termination of life of newborns with spina bifida (2008) Child's Nervous
System, 24 (1), pp. 37-38.

47) Magnavita, N., Cicerone, M., Cirese, V., De Lorenzo, G., Di Glannantonio, M., Filleni, A., 
Goggiamani, A., Magnavita, G., Marchi, E., Mazzullo, D., Monami, F., Monami, S., Puro, V., 
Ranalletta, D., Ricciardi, G., Sacco, A., Spagnolo, A., Spagnolo, A.G., Squarcione, S., Zavota, G. 
Critical aspects of the management of "hazardous" health care workers. Consensus document 
[Aspetti critici della gestione dei "lavoratori rischiosi" nei servizi sanitari. Documente di consenso] 
(2006) Medicina del Lavoro, 97 (5), pp. 715-725. Cited 13 times.

48) Spagnolo, A.G., Comoretto, N. Ethical considerations in the rehabilitation of children with brain 
tumor (2004) SAGGI - Child Development and Disabilities, 30 (3), pp. 63-69.

49) Surbone, A., Ritossa, C., Spagnolo, A.G. Evolution of truth-telling attitudes and practices in Italy 
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(2004) Critical Reviews in Oncology/Hematology, 52 (3), pp. 165-172. Cited 57 times.

50) Di Pietro, M.L., Giuli, A., Spagnolo, A.G. Ethical implications of predictive DNA testing for 
hereditary breast cancer (2004) Annals of Oncology, 15 (SUPPL. 1), pp. i65-i70. Cited 13 times.

51) Gui, B., Missere, M., Di Stasi, C., Manfredi, R., Lafuenti, G., Spagnolo, A.G. Diagnostic and 
therapeutic imaging in a case of cervical pregnancy. Clinical aspects and ethical implications. (2003) 
Rays, 28 (2), pp. 167-174. Cited 3 times.

52) Mancini, A., Milardi, D., Di Pietro, M.L., Giacchi, E., Spagnolo, A.G., Di Donna, V., De Marinis, L., 
Jensen, L. A case of forearm amputation after ovarian stimulation for in vitro fertilization-embryo 
transfer (2001) Fertility and Sterility, 76 (1), pp. 198-200. Cited 16 times.

53) Sacchini, D., Spagnolo, A.G. Questioni etiche nel trattamento della persona in stato vegetativo 
persistente. Il caso emblematico di Nancy Beth Cruzan (2000) Clinica Terapeutica, 151 (4), pp. 227-
229.

54) Spagnolo, A.G. Papers in the programme "Assistance and people with HIV-AIDS". IV: ethical and
moral aspects. (2000) Dolentium Hominum, 15 (2), pp. 83-87.

55) Berto, D., Peroni, M., Milleri, S., Spagnolo, A.G. Evaluation of the readability of information sheets
for healthy volunteers in phase-I trials (2000) European Journal of Clinical Pharmacology, 56 (5), pp. 
371-374. Cited 11 times.

56) Spagnolo, A.G., Sacchini, D. The new system of health care funding: Ethical and social instances
[Il nuovo sistema di finanziamento in sanita: Istanze etico-sociali] (1999) Rays - International Journal of
Radiological Sciences, 24 (3), pp. 406-419.

57) Spagnolo, A.G. Testing drugs on populations in developing countries (1994) European Journal of
Clinical Research, 6, pp. 116-122.

58) Spagnolo, A.G. The "anthology syndrome" and ethics viewed by heretics [La "sindrome 
dell'antologia" e l'etica vista dagli eretici.] (1993) Giornale Italiano di Cardiologia, 23 (7), pp. 743-746.

59) Lanza, G.A., Lucente, M., Rebuzzi, A.G., Spagnolo, A., Dulcimascolo, C., Manzoli, U. Ventricular 
Parasystole: A Chronobiologic Study (1986) Pacing and Clinical Electrophysiology, 9 (6), pp. 860-867. 
Cited 8 times.

60) Lanza, G.A., Lucente, M., Rebuzzi, A.G., Coppola, E., Mazzari, M., Spagnolo, A. The dynamic 
electrocardiogram in mitral valve prolapse [L'elettrocardiogramma dinamico nel prolasso della mitrale.]
(1985) Cardiologia (Rome, Italy), 30 (8), pp. 571-576. Cited 1 time.
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